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I can't believe how fast the holidays are approaching! The children are already filled with excitement in
anticipation of a visit from St. Nick. But first we have a month filled with fun activities, crafts, music,
and stories.

As many of you know, I have always chosen a special charity at the holidays for our Cherry Hill Pre-
School families fo donate fo in the spirit of giving and in lieu of personal teacher gifts. Just a holiday
card with a special greeting means more than words can say. Miss Kristina, Miss Valerie, Miss Chris and
I, are so fortunate to have so much and such wonderful families that giving to a charity in our name, the
school's name or your name would mean so much to us.

I have chosen Ronald McDonald House Charities of New England. Ronald McDonald Houses offer a
loving place for families to stay close to where their ill child is hospitalized. I have seen the wonderful
support this charity has done for families and it is so amazing what your donation can provide. If you
would like o make a donation you can go directly to their website www.rmhcne.org, we would greatly

appreciate it! By all means, if you have another charity that is special o you, feel free to donate to any
other charity.

That being said, parents are always asking me if we need anything, so if you would like o do something
for Cherry Hill Pre-School we can always use supplies such as paper towels, Wet Ones hand wipes,
disinfecting cleaning wipes, Kleenex or gift cards to BJ's, Lakeshore Learning Store in Cranston, Staples,
Target, Michael's Crafts, Dollar Tree, Amazon, etc. are graciously accepted and so appreciated. Thank
you so much for your support always and for enrolling your child in preschool this year. We are forever
grateful to be their teachers and to be able to enjoy them every school day.

****As we work with your children each school day and assess their skill development, lots of our
students would benefit from skill developing activities at home. We have put together the following list
of suggestions that maybe Santa could bring them for Christmas.

*Art Supplies such as age-appropriate scissors, glue sticks, construction paper, crayons, pencils, coloring
books, watercolor paint set.

*Play dough is great for developing fine motor development.
*Floor puzzles with 24+ pieces, board games and wooden name puzzles.

Inclement Weather and Boot policies- During the winter months, be prepared for school cancellations
due to inclement weather. A reminder to call the school after 7:00 am on a questionable weather day and
listen to the message and/or check your Remind app. I will also post on Facebook by 7:00 am. Your child
does not need to wear boots since you are dropping of f right in front of the school. The walk will always


http://www.rmhcne.org/

be cleared from snow. Please note: For the safety and comfort of your child in school, rain/snow
boots are not allowed to be worn in the classroom.

When dressing your child for school during the winter months please consider layering them. Be sure to
choose clothing they can easily remove if they get too warm. We have electric baseboard heat and it
does take a bit to warm up on very cold days. Since it is coat season, please have your child practice
putting on their coats. Many of our little friends struggle with that.

School News - Our letters for the month of December are: J, K, L. Please encourage your pre-k
student to participate in this activity at least once a week. It is an excellent letter recognition and
letter sound reinforcing activity. Please cut out only pictures, not words, of things that begin with that
sound. Do not cut out pictures of things that do not make the appropriate sound; ex: knife which is only
spelled with a K but doesn't make the K sound.

We will not be focusing on a color this month but we will be discussing the shape Triangle.

We will be having fun with holiday stories, activities and crafts this month as well as creating holiday
surprises for you and decorating the room with our creations. We will certainly focus on the season of
giving and stressing the importance of sharing and being grateful. We will also continue to concentrate
on our fine motor skills and building self-help skills. The children will have to look around the room each
day to see if they can find our very own elf named “Cheery." Cheery will report to Santa each night and
come back to school hiding in a different spot each day to watch our friends. "Cheery” will make his
appearance in the school on Monday 12/1, which is right after Thanksgiving as the story says he should.

On Monday December 15th and Tuesday December 16™ we will be having a Pajama Party during our
regular class time. Please have your child wear their pajamas to school (be sure to layer them for
warmth). If they have Christmas pajamas to wear that would be great. Even the teachers will wear their
jammies. Miss Cheryl will be popping popcorn for an addition to their snack if they would like some. We
will be showing a Christmas film strip (yes, I said film strip), reading a special story, playing fun games
and making a holiday craft.

On Wednesday December 17™ Miss Anne-Marie will visit our pre-k morning class and af ternoon class.
She will be bringing her holiday music and stories.

Our Classroom Christmas Parties will be Thursday 12/18 and Friday 12/19 during our regular class
time. This year we are inviting ONE parent (adult guest) to come to our party! On Thursday
morning and afternoon, the children will be singing Christmas songs to their parents. On Friday 12/19,
Miss Anne-Marie (our storyteller/musician friend) will come to our party to do a sing-a-long and tell a
story during our party.

The children are to arrive at school their regular class time and ONE PARENT s invited o come back
to the school at 10:30am for the morning parties and 2:15pm for the afternoon class. Cherry Hill Pre-
School will be providing hot cocoa, juice and water. We are looking for a few parents from each class to
donate Christmas cookies. If you are interested in making cookies for our parties please contact Miss



Cheryl to let her know. Please no nuts of any kind and no peanut butter in the cookies. If your child
has sensitivities/allergies to certain foods please provide their own special snack for that day. Please
understand for the size of our class and the nature of the event only one adult is invited and no
siblings please. Please be conscious of our new policy of no gift/goodie bag exchange with the children.
Cherry Hill Pre-School as always, will be giving the children a bag of goodies at their class party.

There will be no specific In-School Pick-Up days this month since a parent will be attending our party in
the school.

Holiday vacation begins Monday December 22™ through Friday January 2, 2026. Regular classes
will resume Monday January 5, 2026.

‘VVL’A/lin.g you all the best of health and /:.a,o,oineAA in 2026!

Sincerely,
fliss Cheryl, cfliss Kristina, ¢fliss Valerie and ¢fliss Chris



